Vaccination status and ward-based opportunistic immunization of children admitted to Madang General Hospital, 1985-1990.
One-third of the 7494 children under five years old admitted to the Madang General Hospital Children's Ward from January 1985 to December 1990 were identified as incompletely vaccinated. Of these, 84% were vaccinated before being discharged from hospital. It is strongly recommended that all children admitted to hospital be screened to identify those who are incompletely vaccinated and that they be then vaccinated. The minority of children who are very sick on admission can have their vaccinations deferred for the day or two it will take for their condition to improve.